
Appendix 1. Survey questions. 
Participant surveys contained a series of binomial (e.g. Yes/No), multiple choice, Likert scale 
and free-write questions.  For this analysis, we used two sets of questions (see below): (1) a free-
write question asking about reasons for joining/staying, and (2) a multi-category binomial 
question regarding roles and tasks. 
 
Free-write Questions: 
Please tell us briefly (1-2 sentences is fine) why you chose to be involved with this program. 
(new participants, 2012) 
Please tell us briefly (1-2 sentences is fine) why you continue to be involved with this program. 
(seasoned participants, 2012) 
People sign up to participate in citizen science programs for many different reasons. Why did 
you join COASST? (new participants, 2016) 
People participate in citizen science programs for many different reasons. Why do you continue 
to survey for COASST? (seasoned participants, 2016) 
 
Roles & Tasks Questions (new and seasoned participants, 2016): 
New Participants: “Science is a process involving many different tasks. We would like you to 
think about two groups of people in science:  

• yourself, and by extension all participants in citizen science programs (like COASST) 
• citizen science program staff 

We realize that you may not yet be totally familiar with the COASST program, but you may be 
familiar with science, and with other citizen science programs. Let this experience guide your 
answers. Please look over the task list below and check any task you think participants in a 
citizen science program would do on a regular basis. Then think about program staff- what tasks 
do you think they perform? You may double assign any task, and you do not need to assign all 
tasks." 
 
Seasoned Participants: “Science is a process involving many different tasks.  We would like you 
to think about three groups of people in science: 

• yourself, as a COASST participant 
• COASST Staff, including the Executive Director 
• Scientists outside of the COASST program 

Please look over the task list below and check any task you currently perform, and any task you 
would like to begin performing.  Then think about COASST staff, and separately about scientists 
associated with COASST.  What tasks do you think each of these groups perform?  You may 
assign any task to more than one group, and you do not need to assign all tasks." 
 
Task list (for both versions): Recruiting others to join the program; Collecting data; Performing 
statistical analyses; Making precise measurements; Entering data into a database; Graphing 
program data; Telling others about the data, or the program; Giving presentations about program 
data; Writing about program data; Verifying that the data are accurate; Creating data collection 
protocols; Developing trainings for participants; Developing data collection materials; Training 



new participants; Obtaining funding for the program; Working directly with scientists; Working 
directly with resource managers. 
 
 


