
APPENDIX 1  
 
Case description 
 
In the Netherlands, in order to restructure the rural areas to provide space for agriculture, nature, 
and water storage, the reconstruction act was formulated in 1999. One of the motives for this 
reconstruction was the 1997 the outbreak of the classic swine fever. Another motive was the 
number of functions the Dutch rural areas fulfill, resulting in competing claims and tensions. This is 
especially the case in the sandy areas in the south east of the Netherlands. In these areas, the 
intensive agricultural sector is large and nature is vulnerable. Environmental problems are more 
intense in these areas than in other parts of the Netherlands.  
 
The reconstruction act is a national act decentralized to the provinces, which is executed and 
implemented by municipalities. This act divides the rural areas into three zones in which more or 
less intensive agriculture is allowed:  
• in extensive areas (extensiveringsgebieden), the primary function is living or nature, and 

intensive farms have to leave,  
• in intermediate areas (verwevingsgebieden), agriculture, housing, and nature are interwoven, and  
• in agricultural development areas (ADAs) (landbouw ontwikkelings gebieden), intensive cattle 

breeding, settlement of new farms, and extending farms is possible. These development areas are 
designated by the provinces and established by the municipalities.  

 

 
 
Figure A1.1: Reconstruction of the decision-making process (national and provincial events on top 
of timeline, municipal events below). 
 
The municipality in our case has taken the first step in the establishment and development of an 
ADA by approving an area vision for the ADA. This vision document provides the framework of 
sizes, standards, rules, and regulations with which the farms in the ADA have to comply. For 
example, the percentage of the area that may be built upon, the standard for the odor that may be 
emitted, the heights of the buildings, etc., are described in this document. The approval of the area 
vision (on 12 February 2008) led to much commotion and fierce protests among citizens, fuelled by 
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a local action group (see also Appendix 5). At the meeting where the municipal council voted on the 
approval of the area vision, both local and national newspapers, radio and television broadcasters 
were present. 
 
In the ADA, a new mixed company (NMC) – also referred to as mega farm - wants to settle. Mixed 
company refers to older farming systems that combined cattle breeding and arable farming. The 
NMC will accommodate 3,700 sows, 9,700 pigs, 19,700 hogs, 1,200,000 chicks, and 74,000 
chickens The farm will have its own manure fermentation installation, hatchery, and abattoir. The 
pig farm and chicken farm will be located in separate buildings of not more than one storey high. 
The initiators are planning to apply the latest technology, innovations, and far-reaching co-operation 
(for example providing their energy to mushroom growers in the area or households nearby) to be 
able to turn the farm into a closed system, using short chains, and thereby establish a sustainable 
new company. The citizens of the village where the ADA will be situated and a local action group 
are afraid for an increase in traffic, stench, particulate matter, and zoonotic infections. 
 
 
 
  
 


