
APPENDIX 1  

Background 
1. Name 

 
2. Age 

 
3. Do you live within the geographical area of the Fishery Conservation Area (FCA)? Have 

you immigrated into this area?  
 

4. Have you participated in similar management processes previously? Do you have 
previous experiences working with non-profit associations (movements, political parties, 
etc.)?  

 
5. In what way do you use the resource?   

 
6. What kinds of expectations do you have concerning the results of your engagement in the 

FCA in both short- and long-term perspectives? Do you think that your future possibilities 
to use the resource will be affected by your involvement in the process in either the short 
or long term?  

 
7. Are you representing someone other than yourself in the management process (i.e., do 

you represent any special organization or any special interests)?  
 

About the Resource 
8. What resource(s) are managed within the FCA? Is there a clear boundary stipulating what 

the scope of the management system is? Does the management system overlap any other 
system governing other resources or other areas?   

 
9. Can you, within the frame of the FCA, affect the supply and quality of the resource or is 

the resource strongly affected by external factors beyond your control?  
 

10. How would you describe the condition of the resource? What is the ecological state of the 
area? How “healthy” is the resource?  

 
11. How do you gain knowledge about the state of the resource system (methods for 

measurements, systematic observations, or “just knowing” and own experiences)? Who 
provides this information? Do you have access to reliable information concerning the 
resource (quantities, health, etc.)?  

 
12. Who has access to information regarding the state of the resource? Do all users have this 

information? How is the information distributed among users?  
 

13. Is there a common view concerning the state of the resource among those participating in 
the management of it or do different points of view exist concerning these issues? 



 
14. Is the resource supply fairly predictable? Do people know, on average, what catches to 

expect or do large variations or irregular variations exist in supply?  
 

About the Management System 
15. Are there rules stipulating who has the right to participate in the management of the FCA? 

What do these rules say and how do they actually work?  
 

16. Are some people more influential than others? If so, who?  
 

17. Do those who use the resource take part in the management of it or are there groups of 
users excluded from the management system?  

 
18. What is the goal of the FCA? How has this goal been processed? Who participated in the 

process?  
 

19. Is there a management plan for the FCA? How was this plan processed? Who participated 
in that process?  Is the plan known and used? Is it continuously reviewed and reversed? If 
not, why not?  

 
20. Are there rules stipulating who is entitled, and who is not entitled, to fish within the FCA?  
 
21. How have these rules been processed? Are the rules clear? What do the rules say and how 

do they actually work?  
 

22. Are there rules stipulating when and how one can fish—for example, during what periods, 
with what equipment, and in what quantities? What do the rules say and how do they 
actually work?  

 
23. How have these rules been processed? Who participated in that process? Based on what 

criteria are these decisions made? Does prevailing information regarding the state of the 
ecological system and the resource supply influence this process? 

 
24. Are the appropriation rules based on the heath of the resource? Are the rules changed and 

adapted according to changes in the resource? Provide examples. Elements of learning in 
this process of rule-formation? Have the experiments (the project together with the 
university) influenced the formation of rules or, more generally, influenced the activities 
within the FCA? If so, in what way? Do you think that the rules set by the FCA have 
affected the supply and quality of the resource?  

 
25. Do the rules stipulate and clearly define what is to be regarded as rule-breeching 

behavior? Do rules exist stipulating what courses of actions are taken when someone 
breeches the rules? If so, what do the rules say? Do graduated sanctions exist? What do 
the rules say and how do they actually work?  

 



26. How are the rules monitored? Who participates in this process? What do the rules say and 
how do they actually work?  

 
27. Do you think that the rules are obeyed? Are there any differences between the formal 

rules and “what people actually do”? Provide examples. 
 

28. What happens in cases when those of you participating in the process have different 
points of view? Provide examples. How are differences handled? Is there a certain course 
of action to pursue on these occasions? What do the rules say and how do they actually 
work?   

 

Network 
29. With whom do you, on a regular basis, discuss issues concerning the goals and routines of 

the FCA?  
 

30. With whom do you, on a regular basis, discuss issues concerning the resource supply and 
the state of the ecological system?  

 

Relation to other Actors 
31. Does the legal framework regulating the FCA provide appropriate prerequisites for 

managing the resource in a good way? Does the FCA have access to necessary resources 
such as money, knowledge, and contacts in order to manage the area satisfactory?  

 
32. What relationship does the FCA have to the County Administrative Board and other 

public administrative actors, including the municipality? What is the level of mutual 
understanding? Have these relations changed over time? Have the experiments affected 
the state of these relationships?  

 
33. What relationship does the FCA have to the university and scientific representatives? 

What is the level of mutual understanding? Have these relations changed over time? Have 
the experiments affected the state of these relationships?  

 
34. Are there any other important actors?  
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