
 
Districts whose boundaries changed after 1990 are treated differently in the 

national population census and in the vegetation cover analysis of the Autoridad National 
de Ambiente (ANAM). ANAM uses 2006 district boundaries for both the 1992 and the 
2000 vegetation cover analyses. The national censuses only report data for political 
entities as they were in 1990 and in 2000.  

 
Eighteen districts are affected. The Comarca Ngobe was created in 1998 and 

includes seven new districts as follows: Besiko, Kankintu, Kusapin, Mirono, Muna, 
Noleduima and Nurum. These seven new districts include territory from the districts 
Bocas del Toro and Chiriqui Grande in the province Bocas del Toro; the districts 
Gualaca, San Lorenzo, San Felix, Remedios and Tole in the province Chiriqui; and the 
districts Canazas and Las Palmas in the province Veraguas. In addition in 2001, the 
district Mariato was created from the district Montijo in the province Veraguas.  

 
We were able to use the next smaller political unit or corregimiento to recreate 

district-level population census data whenever new district boundaries followed old 
corregimiento boundaries. We purchased maps of 1990 and 2000 corregimientos and 
districts from the national Sistema de Informacion Geografica. These maps lack any 
reference information. The remainder of this appendix describes the corregimientos used 
to reconstruct districts whose boundaries changed. 

 
Districts that changed along stable corregimiento boundaries 
 

The 1990 district San Felix was divided into the districts San Felix and Mirono in 
1998. The new boundary between San Felix and Mirono follows 1990 corregimiento 
boundaries even though new corregimientos were created in 1998. The new district of 
San Felix includes the corregimientos Juay, San Felix, Santa Cruz, Lajas Adentro, and La 
Lajas. The corregimientos Santa Cruz and Lajas Adentro were created in 1998 from the 
1990 corregimiento La Lajas. Mirono includes the corregimientos Cascabel, Hato 
Culantro, Hato Jobo, Hato Pilon, Hato Juli, Salto Dupi, Quebrada de Loro and Hato 
Corotu. All of these corregimientos existed in 1990. 

 
The 1990 district Remedios was divided into the districts Remedios and Nole 

Duima in 1998. The new boundary between Remedios and Nole Duima follows 1990 
corregimiento boundaries even though new corregimientos were created in 1998. The 
new district of Remedios includes the corregimientos El Porvenir, Santa Lucia, El 
Nancito, Remedios and El Puerto. The corregimientos El Porvenir, Santa Lucia and El 
Puerto were created in 1998 from the corregimientos El Nancito and Remedios. Nole 
Duima includes the corregimientos Jadaberi, Hato Chami, Susama, Cerro Iglesias and 
Lajero. The corregimientos Jadaberi and Susama were created in 1998. 

 
The 1990 district Bocas del Toro was divided into the districts Bocas del Toro and 

Kusapin in 1998. The new boundary between Bocas del Toro and Kusapin follows 1990 
corregimiento boundaries even though new corregimientos were created in 1998. The 
new district of Bocas del Toro includes the 1990 corregimientos Bocas del Toro, 



Bastimentos and Punta Laurel. KUSAPIN includes the 1990 corregimientos Bahia Azul, 
Tobobe, and Calovebora (or Santa Catalina). New corregimientos in the district Bocas del 
Toro include Tierra Oscura and Cauchero. New corregimientos in the district Kusapin 
include Kusapin, Rio Chiriqui, Loma Yuca and Valle Bonito.  

 
The 1990 district Montijo was divided into the districts Mariato and Montijo in 

2001. The new boundary between Mariato and Montijo follows 1990 corregimiento 
boundaries even though new corregimientos were created in 2001. Mariato includes the 
old corregimientos Llano de Catival (or Mariato), Arenas, Quebro and Tebario and the 
new the corregimiento El Cacao, which was created from the correigimiento Arenas in 
2001.   

 
Districts that changed and that crossed old corregimiento boundaries 
 
 The districts Tole and Muna cannot be recreated because isolated bits and pieces 
of Muna are found within Tole and fail to align with 1990 corregimientos. The districts 
Nurum, Canazas and Las Palmas cannot be recreated because isolated bits and pieces of 
Nurum are found within Canazas and Las Palmas and fail to align with 1990 
corregimientos. In both cases, the isolated bits and pieces presumably represent isolated 
Ngobe communities. 
 

The districts Gualaca, San Lorenzo and Besiko cannot be recovered because their 
new borders fail to align with 1990 corregimientos. Likewise, the districts Chiriqui 
Grande and Kankintu cannot be recovered because the 1990 corregimientos of Puna 
Rabelo and Chiriqui Grande are divided between the two new districts.  


