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Appendix 3: Institutional settings in the Dordogne Basin 
 
The Dordogne basin crosses 6 départements (counties) and 4 Régions. About 50 public bodies 
are competent in water management along the river: from state services to local authorities 
(Counties, Municipalities) In addition, the Adour-Garonne Water authority develop funding 
programs at the river basin scale since the 70’s. From 1994, it is also in charge of water 
management plans (“SDAGE”) including assessments, recommendations and measures for 
the whole Dordogne basin. At least, in 1991, a new public body (EPIDOR, Dordogne 
Interdepartmental Public Body) was created by the councils of the 6 départements crossed by 
the Dordogne which are responsible for water resources management, navigation, irrigation 
and more generally rural development. Focusing on the Dordogne river. EPIDOR aims at 
developing coordination between public and private actors , through expertise and advice, 
planning, public participation. Three competencies were attributed to the new public body : 
producing data and studies on the river ; developing policy guidances accordingly and 
maintain the availability of the water resource, both in quantity and quality ; creating 
consensus between stakeholders, through public communication and participatory events.   

At the top level, the Water Agency policies are supervised by a river-basin committee 
composed of about 100 representatives : local and territorial councillors, industrial water 
users, NGOs and government representatives. In the 80's, taking into account that the Agency 
operates on a large territory (115,000 km2, i.e. 1/5 of France, with 6.4 millions inhabitants) 8 
subcommittees have been created to collect the advices of the local water users. One of them 
covers the Dordogne basin ; it is open to the stakeholders of the départements and régions 
concerned, i.e. more than 200 people. In 2003-2004, the characterisation of waters required by 
the WFD was discussed in this forum as well as in the river-basin committee.  

At the level of the Dordogne river and its tributaries, EPIDOR fulfills similar functions. 
During the 2003-2004 characterisation of waters required by the WFD, the EPIDOR 
conducted its own public participation exercise. The public comments leaded to the 
contestation of the Water agency decisions, especially its designation of the so-called "heavily 
modified water bodies" - for which quality requirement can be significantly lower than for 
other waters. As a result, the Agency accepted to launch new studies and to discuss again the 
issue on this basis. The efficiency of this participatory process can be viewed as a 
consequence of the coexistence of the two institutions since they constitute together a system 
of check and balance between the different levels.  

 


