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APPENDIX 1: Data Collection of the German Case Study 
The data of the German case study were collected between summer 2003 and summer 2004 
through semi-structured interviews (n=11); the analysis of publicly available documents 
(internet, reports from authorities), the minutes of meetings; and observations of a 
participatory process in Thuringia. The interviews were designed on the pool of questions 
(Craps 2003) to identify SL in participatory river basin management processes. It included 
questions on how the interviewees saw public participation in the Elbe river basin; with whom 
and how they cooperated in water issues; what they thought were the main issues/conflicts in 
the Elbe river basin, at both the international level and for their organization. The interview 
partners were nine persons from water authorities, two agricultural, and one environmental 
stakeholder. Also a person from a water company was interviewed. The interviewees were 
involved in the implementation of the WFD. The interviews provided data on the issue 
framing of the different stakeholders, including their perspectives on participatory processes. 
The documents (especially minutes from the working group to implement the WFD at the 
river basin district level (WG WFD) and from the regional stakeholder forums in Thuringia 
(ULF)) were analyzed to identify the main issues discussed and their framing, documentation 
of different perspectives and to assess SL aspects such as the room for negotiation, the 
establishment of ground rules, etc. Observation data were gained during the first four 
meetings of the regional forum in Thuringia on how much interaction between the different 
stakeholders took place. In addition to this use of available data, the researchers also 
organized two meetings to discuss public participation in the Elbe river basin. At the first 
workshop, the WG WFD discussed the potential and approaches of international public 
participation. The second meeting was a public stakeholder meeting held in September 2004 
at which the results of the case study research were presented and discussed.  

 

 


