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Scientists and researchers concerned with the behavior of
large ecosystems have focused in recent years on the concept
of "resilience."

Traditional perspectives held that ecological systems exist
close to a steady state and resilience is the ability of the system
to return rapidly to that state following perturbation. How-
ever, beginning with the work of C.S. Holling in the early
1970s, researchers began to look at conditions far from the
steady state where instabilities can cause a system to shift into
an entirely different regime of behavior, and where resilience
is measured by the magnitude of disturbance that can be
absorbed before the system is restructured.

Resilience and the Behavior of Large-Scale Systems examines
theories of resilience and change, offering readers a thorough
understanding of how the properties of ecological resilience
and human adaptability interact in complex, regional-scale
systems. The book addresses the theoretical concepts of
resilience and stability in large-scale ecosystems as well as the
empirical application of those concepts in a diverse set of
cases. In addition, it discusses the practical implications of the
new theoretical approaches and their role in the sustainability
of human-modified ecosystems.

Resilience and the Behavior of Large-Scale Systems is volume 60
in the highly acclaimed series sponsored by the Scientific
Committee on Problems of the Environment (SCOPE),
formerly published by John Wiley & Sons and now published
by Island Press.
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